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This unit, THE THAI OF BANGKOK, examines the Thai way of life 
through the eyes of Bua, a young country boy who has come to 
Bangkok to stay with his cousins and attend school. With Bua the 
students come to understand the customs of an urban community in 
Asia, and its similarities and differences witl their own culture. 
When Bua’s uncle visits a rural rice village, the concept of change 
and adaptation is presented through contrast with city life. 
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Bua Comes to the City 


Bua woke up suddenly. He looked out of 
the window of the train. He saw only 
klongs, or canals, crossing through brown 
rice fields. There was no sign of a great city. 
There were little boats on the klongs. They 
carried fruits and vegetables or fish. 


Village people share their food 
with monks. In return, they 
believe that goodness is added 
to their lives. 





Bua was hungry! He thought of his 
mother. Right now, back in his village, his 
mother was cooking rice. Some monks in 
orange robes would come to the gate. She 
would fill their bowls with rice. Buddhist 
monks eat only what is given to them. 

Bua thought of Younger Brother. He 
would be feeding the water buffalo and the 
ducks. Father would come from his morning 
bath in the klong. Then a breakfast of fish 
and rice for them all. Breakfast for all but 
Bua. A tear stung Bua’s eye. 

But now houses were beginning to appear 
along the sides of the klongs. The train 
crossed over a road. Cars and trucks were 
waiting for the train to pass. 

Bua sat up. Could this be Bangkok? Yes, 
the train was passing more and more houses, 
more and more cars. Now Bua could see 
signs on buildings and buses. “Long Live 
the King,’ the signs said. Today was the 
birthday of the king of Thailand. 


How do you suppose Bua feels 
when he sees the buildings of 
Bangkok? 


The train was slowing down. There was 
the palace of the king. All the passengers 
were talking and looking. They were almost 
there. Bua gathered his bags together, ready 
to get off the train. At last the train came 
into the station. 

Bua was bumped and pushed. Everyone 
was hurrying. At last Bua came to the 
waiting room. He was to meet his cousin 
Rong there. Where was Rong? 

Bua waited and watched the people. There 
were old people and young. There were 
monks in bright orange robes. There were 
Chinese people, and even American soldiers. 





The rice vendor carries bags and 
buckets and pots which hang 
from a pole across her shoulder. 
How do you suppose the vendor 
knew that Bua was a country 
boy? 


Some people were laughing and talking. 
Bua could not understand some words. Even 
Thai people were saying things in a way he 
did not understand. They did not sound 
like the people of his home village. Bua 
listened more carefully. He soon found he 
could understand most of their words. 

There was still no sign of Rong. And how 
hungry Bua was! Just then he saw a woman 
selling rice. Bua bowed politely. 

“Please, Elder Aunt,’ he said. “What is 
the cost of your cooked Bangkok rice?” 

The vendor looked at Bua. “Three baht)’ 
she said. 

Bua was not sure how to bargain in the 
city. But he knew three baht was too much 
for a cup of rice. The vendor thought she 
could fool him because he was a country 
boy. 

“One baht!” said Bua. The woman smiled 
and nodded. She took Bua’s money and 
gave him the cooked rice. 





How do the boys show how 
they feel about meeting for the 
first time? 





While Bua ate, he thought about Rong. 

He hoped Rong would like him. But Rong 
might be stuck-up because he was a city boy. 
He might not be polite or kind to Bua. 

They might have fights. 

Then Bua saw a small boy pushing 
through the crowd. It was Rong! He came 
quickly up to Bua. 

For a minute the two boys looked at each 
other. Then they both smiled. 

Rong greeted Bua happily. “I’m glad you 
are here! Welcome to the City of Angels! 
Welcome to Bangkok!” He quickly put his 
hands together under his chin in the wai 
position and bowed. 

Bua bowed to Rong. “I’m glad you are 
here, too, Cousin Rong! And I am glad to be 
in this beautiful city.” 


What things are shown in this 
picture that Bua would probably 
not see in his home village? 
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“Did you have a good journey? Could 
you see many things from the train? What 
do you have in your bags?” Rong was full 
of questions. 

“T have a sack of rice as a present for 
your mother. I have some clothes for the 
city and some books for school?” Bua 
answered. 

“Come!” said Rong. “My mother gave me 
money for a taxi. Today is the king’s 
birthday, a national holiday. All of the buses 
will be crowded.” 

The two boys were soon riding through 
the city. Bua wanted to see everything. 
Rong pointed out all the important places. 

“This is Rajadamnoen Avenue,’ Rong said, 
as they looked down a wide street. It was 


ALBARN LEL SETAE LEE ICE 





Rajadamnoem Avenue is the 
main street of Bangkok. At one 
end of the avenue stands the 
National Assembly. 


filled with people and cars. To cross the 
street, the taxi had to go very slowly. The 
white hat and white gloves of a traffic police- 
man flashed in the sun. He blew his whistle 
and the taxi stopped. 

Bua looked out at the great wide avenue. 
It was lined on both sides with great, 
spreading trees. 

“This is the most beautiful street in the 
city,” said Rong. “Look at the trees. Can 
you see the lights in them? The buildings 
have lights all over them, too. Coloured 
lights! To honour the king! Tonight you will 
see. We will come back here tonight to see 
the lights.’ 

Many cars moved slowly toward the 
palace. Bua guessed that something important 
was happening. 

“Cousin Rong, why are all those cars going 
to the palace? Who are those men?” Bua 
was older than Rong, but Rong knew much 
more about the city. 


del 





Why do you suppose the king’s 
car 1s white? 


The Queen of Thailand 
welcomes important visitors from 
all over the world. 
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‘Important men of the government are 
taking presents to the king. The head of all 
Thai schools is taking a book of poems. The 
poems were made up by the children from 
all of Thailand. The very best poems were 
chosen for the book. One of my mother’s 
students has a poem in the book. My 
mother is very pleased. This brings honour 
to my mother, too.” 

Bua knew about the book of poems—but 
he politely did not say so. Instead he said, 
“Your mother must be a respected teacher.” 
Rong smiled. 

“Will we see the king today? I would like 
to see the king,” Bua said softly, “and the 
beautiful queen” 

“The palace is closed today. But you will 
see him sometime. He often rides down 
the street in his big white car. Long ago 
kings rode on a white elephant, you know. 
Now it is a white car. Sometimes the queen 
is with him?’ 

The boys stopped talking. Each one was 
thinking about Bangkok. 


In the garden outside Rong’s 
house stands the home of Chao 
Thi. What do you think Bua 
might ask of Chao Thi¢ 


A New Home 


The taxi turned down Rong’s home street. 
Some of the houses were very grand. They 
were painted different colours, and had large 
glass windows and even glass doors. Bua 
wondered why. Glass would keep out the 
cool, fresh breeze in hot weather. 

The taxi stopped before a house made of 
teakwood. At the side of the house there 
was a garden. In the garden there was a 
tiny house on a post. It was a “spirit house,’ 
the home of Chao Thi. Thai believe Chao 
Thi is a spirit who is the “lord of the land.” 
The family makes offerings of rice and 
flowers to Chao Thi. Chao Thi watches over 
the family and keeps them safe. 
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Rong bows to his parents when 
Bua does. Why do you suppose 
he does this? 


Fresh flowers are always kept on 
the altar with the statue of the 
Buddha. 
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The family greeted Bua in the living room. 
Bua put his hands together before his face 
and bowed to his grandmother, to his uncle, 
and to his aunt. Rong’s young sister Chub 
bowed to Bua. Mother Sumon held a baby 
who was a few months old. Father Sucharit 
put the baby’s tiny hands together and he, 
too, bowed to Bua.. 

The rooms in the house were large and 
airy. There were open windows with 
shutters on the outside. The floors were 
smooth and shiny. In the living room there 
were mats for the family to sit on. 

Father Sucharit and his wife, Sumon, had 
a sleeping room with a statue of the Buddha. 
Grandmother shared her sleeping room with 
Baby Lek. Grandmother also had a statue 
of the Buddha on an altar. Rong and Chub 
slept in rooms off the living room. Where 
would Bua sleep? 


Bua was going to help with the work to 
pay for his food. Father Sucharit had 
planned for him to sleep near the kitchen. 
Now this did not seem to be a good plan. 

Khun Sucharit said to Khun Sumon, “He 
may come from the country, but Bua is neat 
and clean. And he is my sister’s son. It does 
not seem right that he should sleep near 
the kitchen.” 





Thai people are always careful to show 
respect for each other. They do this by using 
titles with a person’s name. It is a way of caring 
for another person’s feelings. 

Khun means “Sir” or “Madam.” Khru means 
“Teacher.” Phu means “Boss.” Naay means 
“Sir,” and it is more respectful than Khun. 

Khun Sucharit calls Khun Sumon “Younger 
Sister.” Khun Sumon calls her husband “Elder 
Brother’” Chub calls both Rong and Bua “Elder 
Brother,’ and they call her “Younger Sister.” 

Parents and grandparents use nicknames for 
their children. Babies are given nicknames like 
“Little Bird” or “Little Mouse?” 











How do you think Khun Sumon 
and Khun Sucharit feel about 
having Bua come to stay with 
them? 
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Why do you suppose Rong might 
enjoy sharing his sleeping place 
with Bua? 





“You are right, Elder Brother,” Khun 
Sumon answered. “Bua’s manners are soft 
and gentle. He will lead Rong into good and 
likeable ways. Perhaps Bua would like to 
sleep near Rong?’ 

“The very thing!” Khun Sucharit answered. 
“We shall ask Rong if he likes the plan” 

Rong thought a minute. Bua looked at 
him. Then he could see by Rong’s eyes that 
Rong had decided he wanted to share. Bua 
put his bags with Rong’s things. Khun 
Sumon gave Bua a sleeping mat and quilts. 
She said the boys could have a table for 
studying. 

The weeks passed. Little by little Bua got 
to know Rong’s family better. And they got 
to know him. No one looked down on him 
because he came from the country. 
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Why do you suppose Rong might 
enjoy sharing his work with Bua? 





Khun Sucharit said to his wife, “Younger 
Sister, | am pleased to help Bua go to school 
in Bangkok. It has been hard for Bua’s 
parents to save money to send him. But Bua 
will do well in school. He was born to be a 
good student. He will be quick to learn city 
ways. He will surely become a government 
worker like me! Then he will repay his 
father and mother. Bua will take care of 
them when they are old?’ 

Khun Sumon answered, “It is true. Bua 
has a good heart. He doesn’t quarrel or 
show anger. He is good to Baby Lek.” 

Bua and Rong helped Grandmother. They 
took care of Lek when Grandmother went 
to the market. They rolled up the sleeping 
mats every morning. Bua swept the polished 
floors. He even cleaned the refrigerator. 
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Why do you suppose Chub and 
Rong might enjoy sharing their 
home with Bua? 
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Bua bought pretty ribbons for Chub. 
Once he gave her a small Buddha charm to 
wear. Sometimes he took her to the zoo. 

Bua and Rong worked together in the 
garden. They pulled out weeds and picked 
vegetables. Sometimes they watered Khun 
Sucharit’s orchids. 

Bua and Rong did many things together. 
They played kickball and flew kites together. 
When they went to market they shared 
special treats. Each knew how to make the 
other laugh. 

Little Lek, the baby, never said anything. 
But he smiled and laughed when Bua played 
with him. 





The great Chao Phraya winds its 
way past the city of Bangkok. 
What would Bua have to do to 
get this kind of view of the river 
and the city? 





Exploring Bangkok 


Bua had come to Bangkok several months 
before it was time for him to start school. 
He wanted a chance to get to know the city. 

In the afternoons Bua had some free time. 
His work in the house was done. His uncle, 
Khun Sucharit, was at his office. His aunt, 
Khun Sumon, and Rong were at school. 
Grandmother Budsaba, Chub, and Lek were 
taking a nap. Bua would take a bus to a 
different part of the city each day. 

Bua went many times to the great, wide, 
slowly moving Chao Phraya River. On the 
river he saw much of the life of the city. 
There are hundreds of little boats sailing up 
and down the river. 
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Why do you suppose the river 
needs traffic policemen? 


What things might Bua buy from 
this floating store? 





Many boats are loaded with fruits and 
vegetables and fish. There are water taxis 
and tour boats. Boats also sail in and out of 
the canals. Some families live on boats. 
Vendors paddle from house to house built 
at the river’s edge. They sell toys, baskets 


and hats, hot coffee, and all kinds of food. 
Bua went to see the Floating Market. He 
took a water taxi to Thonburi, Bangkok’s 
sister city, across the river. There all the 
buyers and sellers are on boats. People 
paddle from boat to boat buying everything 


y 
= 
SS 





BEER uss aii iy 





they need. Many American and European 
tourists come to see and buy things at this 
market, too. 

The river flows slowly from the north 
through the flat central plain. It carries big 
motorboats and barges loaded with rice. It 
carries giant logs of teakwood cut in the 
forests of the north. It takes three or four 
years for the logs to float down the streams 
and rivers into the Chao Phraya. The logs 
Rice from the north comes to come to Bangkok to the sawmills where 


the rice granaries in Bangkok. they are cut into lumber 
There it is sacked and stored. ; 








What are some of the things 
sold at the Floating Market? 
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Flags of many countries can be 
seen flying from ships in Bangkok 
Harbour. How are the ships 
loaded and unloaded? 





22 





Bua had read about great ships from 
around the world. Now he saw them 
steaming up the river from the Gulf of Thai- 
land. They come from many countries. Flags 
of Japan, Norway, the United States, and 
Liberia can be seen flying from the ships. 

Some of the ships are too big to come up 
to the dock. Those anchor in the river, 
where their cargo is unloaded onto barges. 
Out of their holds come machines to make 
electricity. There is iron and steel or oil and 
gas. There are trucks and cars, refrigerators 
and radios and television sets. 

After the ships are unloaded, their holds 
are filled with rice. Teak that has been 


Which uses of the river are 
shown in these pictures? Which 
uses are not shown in any of 
the pictures on these pages? 





sawed into lumber is put into the ships to be 
sold in other lands. Rubber and tin from 
Thailand are sold in other countries too. 

But the water itself is the most important 
thing about the river. Water from the river 
flows in and out of the canals. The canals 
are used to bring water to the rice paddies. 
The river gives water to wash in, water for 
cooking, water to drink. Drinking water is 
made clean and pure before it is pumped 
into the city water pipes. 

River water is for fun, too. Children swim 
and splash in front of houses by the river. 
Groups of people go out in boats, laughing, 
singing, and waving to one another. 
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Bangkok 


+ 


Main Roads 


Railroad 


Government Buildings 


Bangkok 
slum area 


. Grand Palace 

. Temple of The Reclining Buddha 
. Temple of the Emerald Buddha 

. Pramane Grounds 

. Temple of Dawn 

. National Assembly 

. Marble Temple 

. King Chulalongkorn Statue 

. Dusit Zoo 

. King’s Palace 

. Temple of the Golden Mountain 
. National Stadium 

. Chulalongkorn University 

. Bangkok Railroad Station 

. Sampeng District 


. Where Bua Lives (Khun Sucharit’s House) 





Many wats of Bangkok can be 
seen from the Temple of the 
Golden Mountain. The bottom 
picture shows a statue of the 
reclining Buddha. The large 
picture shows the Marble Temple. 





Bua visited many of the wats and palaces 
of the city. To Bua, no village temple could 
ever match the rich and splendid wats of 
Bangkok. 

During the long vacation from school, 
Khun Sumon took Bua and Rong to some 
of the wats. She told the boys about how 
each wat was built. They saw many images 
of Buddha. Some had been carved out of 
stone. Others were made of wood or bronze. 
The images were covered with pieces of gold 
leaf given by many people. 
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Representatives of the people 
meet in the National Assembly. 
In front of the National Assembly 
building stands a statue of King 
Chulalongkorn. 


Jets from all over the world fly 
in and out of the Don Muang 
airport. 


There are cool drinks for sale at 
the open market near the Grand 
Palace. 
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Many Chinese people live in the 
Sampeng district of Bangkok. 
This is a large Chinese market 
in Sampeng. 


Sometimes Khun Sucharit took the boys 
to the National Stadium to watch soccer 
games. Sometimes the whole family went to 
the Pramane Grounds to watch the kite- 
fighting or to shop at the open market. 
Everyone liked to go to the airport to see 
the jets flying in and out. 

Once in a while Bua thought about the 
quiet of his home village. But he was 


beginning to feel at home in the busy city 
of Bangkok. 
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Getting Ahead 


Grandmother Budsaba was up early to start 
breakfast. She soon had the charcoal fire 
glowing and was cooking rice over it. By the 
time the rest of the family was up, Grand- 
mother had met the monks at the gate with 
her gift of rice. She had breakfast ready for 
the whole family. 
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Which of these pictures shows 
something Bua might see in his 
home village? 


This morning Khru Sumon was up nearly 
as early as Grandmother. Today was the 
first day of school after vacation. It was the 
first day of school in Bangkok for Bua. It 
was the very first day of school for Chub. 
She was entering primary school. 

Rong, Bua, and Chub all had new school 
uniforms. Rong’s last year’s uniform was too 
small for him. 

Long ago, schools in Thailand were in 
wats, and monks were the only teachers. 
They followed the teachings of the Lord 
Buddha. He taught that Right Understanding 
leads to Right Speech and Right Action. 
Buddhists believe that by following the rules 
that Buddha gave they will have a good life. 
They believe that by following the rules they 
will earn merit. Earning merit is a way to be 
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What do you think these 
schoolchildren are doing? 
Whom do you suppose they are 
bowing to? 


born again into a better life. If one does not 
earn merit, the new life will not be so good. 
Thai people believe that Right Under- 
standing comes from education. They also 
think that better education for everyone will 
make their country a better place to live. 
Monks come to bless the school and the 
students on opening day. They chant: 
“May your wits be as sharp as the 
needle flower. 
May your wisdom grow as quickly as the 
grass in the fields?’ 
The head teacher says: 
“I pay respect to the teaching of the 
Lord Buddha. 
I pay respect to the monks who are the 
followers of Lord Buddha?’ 
Then the Thai flag is raised and everyone 
sings the national anthem. It is time for 
school to begin. 
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A Teacher's Work 


Schoolchildren of Thailand learn most of 
their lessons by heart. All together, in loud 
voices, they repeat the words of the teacher, 
or words from a book. This is called 
learning by rote. Learning by rote is a custom 
that began in the wat schools. Then students 
learned to read and write the teachings of 
Buddha. These were written like poetry and 
everyone learned to chant them. 
In Rong’s class the children say together, 
“Seven times eight is fifty-six. 
Thai believe it is important to Seven times eight is fifty-six. 


have a good memory. What Seven times eight iS fifty-six.’ 
learning method helps them to 


develop a good memory? 
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Khru Sumon teaches history and geography. 
Children in her classes repeat the names of 
Thai kings until they know them all. They 
study their geography lessons by saying 
out loud, 

“Mountains in the north have forests of 

teak and pine and oak. 
Mountains in the north have forests of 
teak and pine and oak?’ 


“There is tropical rain forest on the 
peninsula in the south. 

There is tropical rain forest on the 
peninsula in the south” 

Thai children learn in other ways, too. 
They study lessons in books and know how 
to answer questions. 

Bua is working to enter the university. He 
must think about his studies and use what 
he knows. He will have to answer many 
questions on the examinations in order to 
get into the university. 

Khru Sumon teaches other subjects besides 
history and geography. In her class the 
students begin to learn English. They also 
study nature. They find out many things by 
watching the life around them. Thai feel 
that they must work with nature and care 
for all living things. A good Buddhist does 
not kill any kind of animal. 

Thai children study crafts, art, and music. 
Khru Sumon teaches them how to write 
Thai poetry. They write poems about kings 
and heroes and about how beautiful Thailand 
is. They write about nature and love. They 
have contests to see who can make up the 
most beautiful poems. Even mothers and 
fathers enjoy making up poems. 
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“The farmer starts his unseen 
return home.” 


34 





Thai Poems 


The first bright rays of dawn touch the 
horizon: 

A family hears the cawing of crows echoing in 
the air. 

The rice in the fields stands in curving lines: 

When the breeze fans the rice, it waves and 
sways back and forth. 


Off in the far distance one can see rows of 
mountains. 

A farmer in a bamboo hat levels the ground 
around the ploughed dikes. 

When the refreshing rain comes the water 
will overflow 

So that he will reap a full and beautiful 
harvest. 


“Ina short while, rice and fish 
are ready to eat...” 


The afternoon sun softens as a cloud floats 
gently across its path; 

Over the wide plain the fields are bright in 
the dawn. 

The music of temple bells and drums can be 
heard sounding far away. 

Listen to the voices raised in happy unconcern! 


The farmer starts his unseen return home. 

In a short while, rice and fish are ready to eat 

And are enjoyed at an early hour, according 
to custom. 

Human suffering and heat do not affect the 
Thai farmer. 
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Why do you suppose Khun 
Sucharit’s work Is important to 
the people of Thailand? 
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A Government Office 


Khun Sucharit is a busy man. He works for 
the government of Thailand. Khun Sucharit’s 
job is to find ways to grow more rice and 
better rice. The people of Thailand eat a lot 
of rice. They use rice as an offering to spirits 
like Chao Thi. The country of Thailand also 
sells rice to many other countries. 

Most of the time Khun Sucharit works in 
an office in Bangkok with many other people. 
Every morning he takes a bus into the city. 
At his office he studies reports about rice. 
The reports are sent to him from all over 
Thailand. 

The reports tell about rice grown by 
certain farmers. These farmers give a small 
part of their land to grow government rice 
seed. Sometimes the new seed grows more 
rice than the old kind. When it does, both 
the farmer and Thailand have more rice to 
sell. 

Khun Sucharit makes charts from what he 
reads in the reports. Khun Sucharit and 
other office workers compare the charts and 
decide which seeds are best. The charts 


Government workers check rice 
plants grown from different kinds 
of seeds. What do you suppose 
they will do with the information 
they gather? 


show which kinds of rice need more water, 
and which kinds need less. The charts also 
show which kinds of rice get ripe very 
quickly, and which kinds take a longer time. 

Khun Sucharit is not always happy at the 
office. Sometimes the boss, Phu Chom, is 
hard to please. Khun Sucharit and the 
others are not sure Phu Chom is always 
right. Still, they are always polite to him. 
And they do their work well. 

Twice each year, Khun Sucharit leaves 
Bangkok. He goes out to the farms to see 
for himself how well the rice is growing. 





o7 


A monsoon rainstorm and 
working elephants can be seen 
from the train. 
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A Trip to the North 


It was July. The monsoon was blowing. 
Clouds heavy with water formed over the 
land. Rain poured down. But Khun Sucharit 
was keeping dry on the train going north 

to Chiangmai. 

The rain stopped. The sky was clear. The 
late afternoon sun shone over the waves of 
green rice. 

In the north, the land was no longer flat. 
The train wound slowly through mountains 
covered with forests. Not far off, great 
elephants were at work. They were moving 
teak logs from the forest to a stream. The 
logs started on their long journey down to 
Bangkok. 


How did Khun Sucharit travel 
from Bangkok to Chiangmat?¢ 
Where are some of the 
mountains that he passed 
through? Where is some of the 
flat land? Which directions did 
he travel? How far did he go¢ 


At last the train came out of the forest 
into the plain of Chiangmai. It was the 
farms of this plain that Khun Sucharit was 
to visit. 

Khun Sucharit left the train in the city of 
Chiangmai. It was pouring rain again, but 
storms in Thailand do not last long. At the 
government office Khun Sucharit was greeted 
respectfully by the officer in charge. 

“We are glad you have come, Phu 
Sucharit. We always learn new things from 
your visits’’ Away from the office, Khun 
Sucharit is the one who is looked up to. 


Northwestern 
Thailand 


=> Roads 
+— Railroads 


it Canals 


—-- International Boundaries 


® National Capital 
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These pictures were taken in the 
city of Chiangmai. In what way 
are these scenes like scenes of 
Bangkok? In what ways are they 
different? 
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“Thank you. You are very kind,’ he 
answered. “I am very happy to be in the 
country. The air is fresh and pure. It is 
good to get away from the noise and hurry 
of the city. When I see those mountains in 
the distance I feel safe and quiet:’ 

“What you say is true, Phu Sucharit. Still, 
I would be glad to have a trip to Bangkok. I 
hear it is a beautiful city.” 

The officer knew which villages Khun 
Sucharit planned to visit. He gave the name 
of the headman of each village to Khun 
Sucharit. The officer also lent him one of 
the office jeeps to travel in. 





Children in a village schoolyard 
§ Mi 
play a game of kickball. Bua and 
Rong also enjoy this game. 
oO 





A Village Visit 


Khun Sucharit’s jeep came growling into the 
village. Children, who were having recess 
at school, came running. They were smiling 
and waving to Khun Sucharit. 

The jeep stopped and Khun Sucharit got 
out. The children put their hands together 
and bowed very low. 

Khun Sucharit greeted the children. He 
asked them, “Are you learning your lessons? 
Do you please your teacher? What is your 
teacher’s name?” Khun Sucharit asked all 
sorts of questions, and the children answered 
very politely. 

Then one of the little ones said, “Please, 
Sir Elder Uncle, will you come in and see 
our school? We would like our teacher to 
see you.’ 
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An older boy spoke up. “Younger Sister, 
be still! You are too bold!” 

Khun Sucharit smiled, “Never mind. It 
doesn’t matter. I would like to see your 
school. My own wife is a schoolteacher. 
She will like to hear about your school.’ 

Khun Sucharit, followed by the children, 
crossed the large grass playing field to the 
schoolhouse. It was like the city schools in 
some ways. But there were no maps or 
globes, and very few pictures. 

Khun Sucharit sighed. “Tt will take time 
for the village schools to be as good as the 
city schools/’ he thought to himself. “Still, 
the children are learning. They have good 
teachers. Look at Bua! He has come from a 


In what ways is the village village school, and he is doing well in 
school like Khru Sumon’s school Bangkok?” 

in Bangkok? In what ways Is it 

different? 
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Farmers use water buffalo for 
plowing their fields. The women 
are transplanting seedlings. 





Khun Sucharit praised the village teacher 
for her fine school and for her bright and 
happy students. Then he went to meet the 
village headman. 

“Naay Sucharit, the farmers have been 
waiting for your visit. Some of them are 
pleased with the government's rice seed. 
Come! You shall see for yourself!” The 
headman used the word “Naay” instead of 
“Phu,’ because Naay Sucharit was not his 
boss. 

At this time of the year, the farmers were 
not too busy. They had finished the first 
ploughing and planted the seed. The seeds 
had sprouted, and the little plants were 
growing in a small plot of land. 
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Farmers use water buffalo to 
drive a paddlewheel which lifts 
water from the irrigation canal to 
the rice field. 


44 


While the seedlings grow, great water 
buffalo pull the farmers’ ploughs through the 
big fields. Each field has a high ridge of 
earth around it to hold the water. The 
paddies are flooded by letting water flow 
from irrigation canals onto the fields. 

By the time the second ploughing is done, 
the seedlings are about 15 inches tall. They 
are ready to be planted in the big fields. 

The farmer and his family work together. 
They pull up the young rice stalks and 
quickly transplant them in rows in the big 
fields. They push little clumps of roots into 
the soft mud, leaving plenty of room around 
each plant. 


These workers are harvesting rice. 


The table is used to tie the rice 
in bundles. Do you think all of 
these people are members of 
one family? 


At all times the paddies must have plenty 
of water. In a very bad year, when there is 
little rain and not enough water in the canals, 
the rice will not grow full and big. Then it 
is a hungry year for the farmer and his 
family. 

Khun Sucharit never visits the farmers 
during harvest time. The farmers are much 
too busy. Rice cannot stand in the field after 
it is ripe. It must be cut when it is ready. 

Once again everyone in the family helps. 
Children are given time off from school. 
Neighbours help each other. Sometimes a 
farmer must hire men to help him. 
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Farmers use water buffalo for 
threshing rice. 
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The long stalks of rice are cut with knives 
or sickles. The stalks are tied into bundles 
called sheaves. The sheaves are taken to the 
threshing floor. There are two ways to 
thresh rice. One way is to beat the sheaves 
against a large bamboo basket until the 
seeds fall from the stalks. But most often 
the sheaves are trampled by water buffalo. 

Some of the rice kernels are eaten or 
made into candy and cakes. Some are 
ground into flour or made into wine. The 
long stalks are used to make rope or to feed 
buffalo. The straw is fed to ducks and pigs 
and chickens. 


What do you suppose will 
happen to all this rice? 


What difference do you notice 
between these stalks of rice? 
What do you suppose Khun 
Sucharit would do about each 
kind? 


Khun Sucharit looked at all the rice 
paddies. Whenever he saw really good rice, 
he asked the farmer all about it. When he 
saw a poor paddy, he tried to help the 
farmer find out what was wrong. 

At the end of the day, the headman 
invited Khun Sucharit to share his supper 
and to spend the night. Khun Sucharit was 
glad to do this. There was no hotel in the 
village, not even a wat. Khun Sucharit gave 
the headman a present of rice. 
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Monks answer the call to prayer. 


Why do you suppose Khun 
Sucharit might enjoy visiting 
a country wat? 
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A Country Wat 


Khun Sucharit had been to five villages in 
all. He was sure now that the charts he had 
made would be correct. He was tired, but 
satisfied with the work he had done. 

In the last village there was a wat. Khun 
Sucharit decided to spend the night there. 
Since villages do not have hotels, wats serve 
as hotels as well as temples. 

As Khun Sucharit entered the wat grounds, 
the bell in the tower began to ring. It was 
four o'clock. The bell was calling the monks 
to prayer. The monks walked quietly. Their 
eyes were turned to the ground, their heads 
were shaven, and their robes were bright in 
the afternoon sun. 
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Where do the monks sleep at 
night? Where is their food 
prepared? Where do you 
suppose they go for prayer? 


A Village 
Wat 


| Chapel 

2 Water Tower 

3 Bell Tower 

4 Assembly Hall 

5 Kitchen 

6 Sleeping Rooms 

7 Outdoor Resting Places 





Khun Sucharit waited to ask for a place to 
sleep that night. Later he would give the 
head monk a present of money to buy new 
books for the wat. 

While Khun Sucharit waited he thought 
about the time when he was a monk. It 
seemed like a long time ago. He had been 
20 years old then. 

His mother and father had saved much 
money for him to become a monk. As a 
monk, he would bring much merit to his 
father and mother. And of course, he would 
earn merit too. 

Khun Sucharit had learned to walk with 
his eyes lowered. He had learned the words 
to say at the ceremony to enter the monk- 
hood. And his hair and his eyebrows had 
been shaved off. 
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Monks do many things for the 
people of the villages. They 
teach children and lend books. 
They settle fights. They serve as 
doctors and help with the work 
of the village. What do the 
village people do for the monks? 
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There was a wonderful feast the night 
before the ceremony. Sucharit’s aunts and 
uncles and friends came. His mother had 
cooked soup and shrimp curry and rice for 
them. 

The next morning there was the proces- 
sion to the wat. Drums beating, an orchestra 
playing, everyone singing as they went along. 
Sucharit was dressed all in white. He carried 
a candle, a joss stick, and a lotus flower. 

He walked under the sacred umbrella that 
had seven layers. 

Three times they had gone around the 
wat. Sucharit thought about Buddha as he 
went around. He asked Lord Buddha's 
forgiveness for any wrong he had done to 
anyone. 





When a man is accepted into the 
monkhood he receives a new 
robe and a rice bowl. How do 
you suppose Sucharit felt about 
becoming a monk? 





Inside the wat, the great statue of the 
Buddha seemed to smile down on him. The 
monks were on the high platform. Sucharit 
bowed his head three times to the floor 
before the Buddha. He bowed three times 
before the head monk. Khun Sucharit 
remembered the words the abbot had 
spoken: 

‘Tt is good fortune that you may become 
a follower of the Lord Buddha. You must 
learn the laws and the way of the Lord 
Buddha. You must throw away the pleasures 
of the world?’ 

Khun Sucharit smiled when he remem- 
bered how he had changed from white 
robes to orange. Hidden behind the Great 
Buddha image, the monk had helped him 
to change. 

Sucharit was accepted into the monkhood. 
He stayed three months. Some men stay a 
shorter time. Some men stay for life. A 
monk may follow his own heart in these 
matters! A person is what he has made 
himself to be. 
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What are the two main things 
Grandmother Budsaba looks for 
at the Watergate Market? 





Loi Krathong 


The rains had stopped. The moon was full. 
There was much to do to get ready for the 
Loi Krathong festival. Early one morning 
Grandmother Budsaba, with Bua and Chub, 
went to the Watergate Market. Already 
many women and children were bargaining 
with the vendors. There were women from 
villages and farms just outside Bangkok. 
There were men from the fishing boats on 
the river. There were Chinese people who 
buy from the farmers and fishermen and sell 
to the townspeople. 

Grandmother went from stall to stall 
looking for the ripest fruits, the crispest 
vegetables. She wanted the fattest chickens 
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Bua and Chub go with 
Grandmother to the market. 
What has Bua learned about 
buying in Bangkok? 


and the freshest shrimp and crab. She 
wanted the best food, but she also wanted 
the best price. 

While Grandmother Budsaba and Chub 
bought food, Bua went to buy plastic dishes 
with covers. Grandmother needed these to 
pack the cooked food into large picnic 
baskets. Bua must also buy candles and joss 
sticks. Bua had been in Bangkok nearly a 
whole year now. He was almost as clever as 
Grandmother in getting a good price. Grand- 
mother let Chub choose the flowers and buy 
them herself. 





ae) 


The women of the family prepare 
chicken and shrimp and crab 
mixed with vegetables in hot 
spicy sauces. Only the best 

food is good enough for the 

Loi Krathong festival. 





Now Grandmother and Khun Sumon 


were busy in the kitchen. What a feast they 
were cooking! 

The three children were making krathongs 
to float on the water. Bua was helping Chub 
to fold strips of banana leaves into the shape 
of a bird. Rong’s nimble fingers were 
folding the leaves into the shape of a boat. 
He wanted to make a garden krathong for 
Grandmother Budsaba, and a temple for his 
father. Bua was planning to make a fish 
krathong for himself and another bird for 
Khun Sumon. 

As they worked, Bua told about the Loi 
Krathong festival in his own village. 


Krathongs are made in many 
different designs. Why do you 
suppose Bua and Rong have 
different feelings about the 
Loi Krathong festival? 


‘In the country,’ he said, “Loi Krathong is 
a holy day. Everyone goes first to the 
temple. They hear monks tell the old story 
of the king who gave away his sacred 
elephant. The elephant made the rains fall. 
When the king gave the elephant away, the 
rains stopped. Loi Krathong is a special time 
for farmers. It is at the end of the wet 
season when rice is ready to harvest. More 
rain would spoil the paddy. Loi Krathong is 
the way for farmers to give thanks that the 
rain has stopped’ 

‘In the city,’ Rong said, “we don’t think 
so much about rain, but we do like rice! We 
like Loi Krathong because it is fun and 
beautiful, too. Think of all the lighted 
candles in all the krathongs floating on the 
black river. They sparkle in the night, 
brighter than the stars’’ 
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Just then, Chub’s elbow bumped against 
Rong’s little boat. Over it went, spilling out 
the joss sticks and flowers that Rong had 
set in so carefully. Rong would have hit 
Chub, but Bua gave him a warning look. 
Chub began to cry. Grandmother came 
running to comfort Chub. 

“No tears, Little Bird, don’t cry. Older 
Brother is so clever he will fix the flowers 
even better than before. Come with Grand- 
mother and help make pop-rice to put in 
your krathongs.” 


Bua and Rong finished making the birds 
and boats and fish. Grandmother and Khun 
Sumon and Chub finished packing the food 
and drinks into the picnic baskets. Khun 
Sumon sent Bua to find a taxi to take them 
all to the boat dock. 

Khun Sucharit had rented a boat for the 
party. He had invited Phu Chom and Phu 
Chom’s family to the picnic supper. He had 
invited some of the other office workers, too. 

What a grand party it was! Such a traffic 
jam on the river! There were hundreds of 
boats full of happy people. There were 
crowds of people on the shores and on the 
bridges over the river. After supper there 
were songs, stories, and games. 

When it was dark, the full moon rose 
high in the sky. Light clouds drifted over the 
moon’s face. The children were getting 
sleepy. It was time for everyone in the boats 
and everyone on the shore to light the 
candles. Everyone set his little krathong on 
the water to float gently away. And each 
person sent a wish, carried by the twinkling 
lights, to the Goddess of the River. 


Up and down the river and 
along the canals the people of 
Bangkok send their krathongs 
floating away on the water. 

Each one carries its owner’s wish 
for happiness to the Goddess of 
the River. 


Khun Sucharit wished that he could have 
such a grand party every year. 

Khun Sumon wished that Rong would 
someday bring merit to his family by 
becoming a monk. 

Rong wished that his mother would let 
him have more money to spend. 

Chub wished that Rong would be as kind 
as Bua. 

Bua wished that he could fly away on a 
big jet, far off to another country. 

Grandmother Budsaba and Baby Lek 
have never told what their wishes were. 
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Bangkok 


— Main Roads 
+—+ Railroad 


Government 
Buildings 


Canals 
Wats 


1. Grand Palace 

2. Dusit Zoo 

3. Bangkok Railroad Station 
4. Sampeng District 


5. Where Bua Lives 
(Khun Sucharit’s House) 





Look at the map on the opposite page. What 
country is Thailand’s neighbour to the southeast? 
To the south? What country is Thailand’s neighbour 
to the northeast? How wide ts Thailand from east 
to west at its widest point? How wide is it at its 
narrowest point? What city is the capital of 
Thailand? 

Compare the map above with the one on page 
24. In what ways are the two maps alike? In what 
ways are they different? Khun Sucharit works in 
one of the government buildings near the Grand 
Palace. How do you think he would travel to get 
to work? About how far would he have to go? 
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[he King s 
Birthday 


Lot Krathong 


Weeding 
VWaternse 
Watching 


Growing 


Harvesting 
Threshing 
Winnowing 
Milling 


Fixing tools 


School ends 


Vacation begins 


Boat races 
Fair season 


Second plowing 


[Transplanting 


seedlings 


First plowing 
Planting seed 


Khun Sucharit School begins 


goes to Chic 
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A Seasonal Chart 


At what time of year is rice transplanted? In what 
ways do the activities of the Thai who live in the 
country depend on the weather? How is this 
different in the city? What are some of the things 
the Thai of Bangkok enjoy doing that would be 
hard to enjoy during the rainy season? 


Thinking About the Thai 


Pretend that you are Bua. Write a letter to your 
mother at home, telling her about city life. You 
might describe what you have seen. You might 

tell her how you do things now. Be sure to tell 
her how you feel about what you see and do. 

You can choose two or three things to write about 
from the list below, or you may have an idea all 
your own. If a picture would help your mother 
understand better, draw one to send with the 
letter. 


Watching the river 

Grandmother Budsaba and Baby Lek 
Sharing with Rong 

The wat I like best 

Celebrating Loi Krathong 

Going to school 

Buying things from boats 
Getting around the city 

Doing things with Khun Sucharit 
Doing things with Khun Sumon 
Bargaining at the market 
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Glossary 


This glossary contains some of the foreign words and names in this book. You can use the glossary 
as you would use a dictionary. The glossary will give you the meanings of the foreign words, and 
will show you how to pronounce the foreign words and names. 

The pronunciation of each word is shown just after the word, in this way: ab.bre vi ate (a bré’vé at). 
The letters and signs used are pronounced as in the words below. The mark ’ is placed after a syllable 
with primary ot heavy accent, as in the example above. The mark ’ after a syllable shows a secondary 
or lighter accent, as in ab bre vi a tion (a bré’vé a’shan). (From Thorndike-Barnhart Beginning Dictionary 
by E. L. Thorndike and Clarence L. Barnhart. Copyright © 1968 by Scott, Foresman and Company. 
Reprinted by permission.) 


a hat, cap Teetatert o hot, rock u__ cup, butter 2 represents: 
a age, face g go, bag 6 open, go u full, put a in about 
4 care, air h he, how 6 order, all u__—rule, move e in taken 
a father, far oi oil, voice a use, music i in April 
loeivy pin ou house, out o in lemon 
b_ bad, rob i ice, five Vv very, save uin circus 
ch = child, much P paper, cup w_ will, woman 
d_ did, red j jam, enjoy r run, try y young, yet 
k kind, seek S Say, yes z zero, breeze 
e let, best | land, coal sh_ she, rush zh measure, seizure 
é equal, be m me,am t tell, it 
er term, learn Ny Noi th thin, both 
ng long, bring #H then, smooth 


The Thai of Bangkok 


The pronunciation key cannot give the exact 


pronunciation for many Thai words. For example, 


a word with a short vowel may have a different 
meaning from a word that sounds the same but 
which has a long vowel. Also, the Thai language 
has five tones or pitches. Two words with the 
same vowels and consonants but with different 
tones will have different meanings. 


baht (bat) —one nickel 

Bangkok (bang kok) 

Bua (btia) 

Buddha (bii’da) — founder of Buddhism 
Buddhist — follower of teachings of Lord Buddha 
Budsaba (bud sa ba’) 

Chao Phraya (chou pr ya’) River 

Chao Thi (chou thé)—a spirit; ‘lord of the land” 
Chiengmai (chang’mi) 

Chom (chom) 

Chub (chub) 

Chulalongkorn (chi la long’k6rn) 

Don Muang Airport (dén mérng) 

joss (j6s) stick —incense stick 

Khru (krii)— Thai word for “teacher” 
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Khun (kun)—Thai word for “sir” or “madam” 

klong (kl6ng)—a canal 

krathong (kra thong’)—small decorated float of 
paper or banana leaves 

Lek (lek) 

Loi Krathong (loi kra thong’) —festival to celebrate 
end of rainy season 

monsoon (mon siin’)—wind that blows from the 
Southwest bringing heavy rain 

Naay (ni)—Thai word for ‘‘sir’’; more respectful 
than Khun 

Phu (pu)—Thai word for “boss’’ 

Pramane Grounds (pra man) —large playing field 
near Grand Palace in Bangkok 

Rajadamnoen (ra ja’dam nérn’) 

Rong (rong) 

Sampeng (sam pang’) 

Sucharit (sii cha rit) 

Sumon (sti mén) 

Thai (ti) 

Thonburi (t6n bii ré’) 

wai position (wi)—hands together in front of bowed 
head; gesture of greeting, respect 

wat (wat)—femple 
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